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Interview Yo, 7 with Cartain Willard F, Searle, Jr., U, S, Navy (Retired)
Place: Iig residence in /lexandria, Virginia

Date: Tuesday morning, 25 July 1972

Subject: Biography

By: dJohn T, Mason, Jr,

Q: This morning, Captain, I believe you are going to talk about your
tour of duty as Chief Engineer in the USS PROVIDENCE which began in July
of 1959.

Cpt., S.: Yes, in fact vou might ~ay that the tour began in the early
spring of 1959, The PROVIDINCE was 2 oruiser, a Cleveland Class cruiser
which had been pulled ont of mothballs, taken to the Boston Naval Ship
Yard, and was beine given a very thorough and comprehensive conversion
prograr, The ship was tc be renumbered the CLG - 6. She was getting
the complete TERRICR Missile System aft, The six inch guns were retained
in the forwarcd gun turrets, I guese I was fortunate to be tapped to

get this ship. 1t wag 28 I aa,v/the lead =hip of a class. The crew and

the officers on this ship were more or less nharddpicked.
Q: Who was the Skipper?

Cpt. S.: A ?ellow by the name of Xen Veth was the Skipper. He was a
fair haired boy, a very fair haired boy. He was a line officer, destroyer
type, tut he at the time had command as the Chief of Staff of one of the

ASW squadrons, a composite squadron of aircraft carriers and destroyers,
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and so forth, operating in the Atlantic, I came to learn later +that he
had all sorts of political muscle in the Navy and in Washington,

Subsequently when he became Rear Admiral, he was Chief of Legislative

Liaison here in Washington,

Q: He is now in Philadelphia,

ComMFoun
Cpt. 5.: Now he is ComFfer in Philadelphia having come there from Vietnam

where 1 guess he was relieved in—V&e@nan_za(,ComNav ll-ﬂ\f)by Zumwalt and
sent back here. I presume he is getting ready to retire. It's about
time,

At any rate, Ken Veth, a—guywhe got this ship, andé a real fair-
haired fellow in NavOrd, in those days BuOrd.A%y the name of Captain
Kendall Simmons, was the Exec., Kendall was in Washington. He goes by
the name Ken Simmons, He since retired as 2 Captain., Ken knew his way
around Washington very well too., Between Veth and Simmons they were
handpicking the officers and the crew., They got a hold of me, When
BuShips offered me up, I subsequently had a meeting or two with them in
Washington, We went into the procedure of handpicking the Warrant
Officers and the more or less senior officers in the Engineering Department.

I am getting ahead of my story when I say that the PROVIDENCE
got all kinds of honors and E's and was subsequently the flag ship of
the Seventh Fleet, Cf course, we knew when we were going into commission
that we were eventually going to be the flag ship of the Seventh Fleet,
Consequently, this ship got all kinds of goodies in the flag quarters
and so forth. Anyway, I have often thought as a BuShips/NavShips tyve
fellow charged with the responsibility of building and commissioning new
ships, that if every ship could have a handpicked crew we wouldn't have

half as many problems as we do.
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Q: Yes, but where do you get the handpicked men?

Cpt. S.: Well, you can't handpick all the people., On the other hand

I have vreached in later years in NavShins and at the Ship's Characteristic
Board that at least for the prototype of a new class ship, it should,in
faciyba given kid-glove treatment to shake it down., Put some peovle,

the Skipper, the Fxec, the Chief Engineer and the OP's Officer, people

ol that tpre, on the ships who have plenty of experience in putting

ships into coumission, who are genuinely mature about the problems about
the Navy, problems of adwinistaring ship yard work, problems of
administering noney, and who understand ship buildingz programs and

things of this nature.

Now, Simmons certainly was an excellent man, In fact he had been
in thke development gawe in BuOrd, in fact in the develorment of the
TERFIOR Miesile 8vstem itself, Of course, Veth in my estimation was

attosdd
one of the smoothest, saaviest, maturdst guys around, He is certainly a
different tvpe person from Zumwalt, After serving under Veth for two
yoars T can ses that he is 2 completely and tokally politically motivated
person, That ie to say, he makes every decision in the light of not
only militery and irmmediate cperational problems,but of volitical problems

too. It was wy first experience with a gentleman like that,
Q: Does that lend to the good of the service?

Cpt. S.: T think yes, I definitely think that it doee in that case.
Teth o me had a very zood balance of operational, financial, &4

politicaly, perimeters as they overated on every decision. I'm very

somplirentary towards Veth;~ecertainly not in the least critical of Veth.

T versonally, in the light of the last five or six years of experience in
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South Vietnam, suspect that Vafth': personality was not the proper kind
of personality to send to{ComNa.v I V.> Zumwalt was.

I didn't understand the problems in@mblav A .{V) when I went to
luvnch one day with Ken Veth just before he left for there, I was happy
for him, It seemed to me that it was a big/ vlim feather in his cap to
e zelected to go out there. I think Westroreland was still there. It
was even before Abrars took over, I em teld thet people who were on his
staff in Vav 4 V were frustrated that he was sorevhat reticent in making
decisions., I dem't believe that to be the case. I suspect that in an
operational theater like thaet, people who he was interfacing with were
people who expected decisions to be made entirely in the light of operational
necessity, bedamn money and tedamm politics., Veth isn't tuilt that way.
Veth was built to weigh all the verimeters. To the uninitiated frequently

it looked as if the peripheral periveter was the controlling ona. Not so.

Q: All operating people were under raps, weren't they, to a certain
extent?

Cot. S.: Well, that's right, IJt's another storv and one I'11l probably

never know as to whether or not Veth was in favor as far as Westmoreland

was concernad c» not in favor. In my bool:)knmd.ng Veth well and certainly

knowing of Zumwalt and knowing his type of people and persenally knowing

a nunber of people on his staff, T can't cross Veth off., Ie probably

was the wrone kind of a guy to be in Vietnam at the time., He is a

wonderful man., In presant day here in July 1972, he is probahly the kind

of puy who ought to be in Northerm Ireland in a very politieal situation,
Well, notwithstanding that, Veth did a fire job on the PROVIDENCE

in my estimation. We had a magnificent crew, got 21l kinds of honors.

That's really preamble for going to the FROVIDENCE paragraph,
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I went up there to Boston in probably early June of 1959. I was the
first department head to report aboard., There were a couple of Warrant
Cfficers there, a yeoman or two, I was greeted by the people in the
Boston Naval Ship Yard with open arme, Since T was an B, a BuSPips
type, I think they thought they were coing to have a patsy on their
hands ond all the decisions that they had heen strupgeling with, and they
ddn't lmow which way Lo jump hecause they didn'+ want to take the
responsiility for the color of the Admiral's wallpaper, and what kind
of pictures to go in the Flag Cabin's head and so forth, that 7 would
make all these decisions for them and that the dacisions they wanted
made, which were to their favor, I would mske them, They were sadly
mistaken because my Job was not the boss of the ship yard, hut the toss
of the ship, We established & very fine working relationship across the
table,

I ran intc 2 number of my old friends from the Bokton Yavy Yard
which dated back to my days as an MIT student. It had only been 8 or 9
vears 2arlisr, Many of the people I had worked with as hading men were
row guartermer and so forth., In fact I remember olent’/a/b” #3tow who had
been a leading wan in the Fleetricel Shop, Shep 51, was now a Chief
Quarterman, His name happens to bve Russell Sesrle. It's easy to remember.

Visll, the off'ice for the prospective crew of the FROVIDENCE was in
a mezzanine in the foundry, If yov cen imagine o dirtier, hotter place.
o air conditioning, Hed a hell of a time getting them to Yut in a
teliephone, It wae appalling to me that a big navel ship vard, which was
putting & rew ship into commission, had no better facilities to handle
the prospective crew. It was disgraceful, and I lat them know T thought
it wae dlepraceful, It didn't do ary pood because they didn't have any

other epace svailable,
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When abewd starting to get my engineering crew together and so forth,
we had a few disciplinary problems that you have with sailors. But not
very many because at that time we had nothing but the senior petty
officers and the warrant officers and so forth, This went on for about
a month,

I should add that we were to get only the senior key people. The
balance of the crew were trained atfthe Naval Training Center in Norfolk,
Virginia, The Exec and Simmons went down there and ran that show.

After about a month, in July, Captain Veth arrived and we prepared
a little office for him, As I say it was a disgraceful place, He was
used to better treatment than that.

Q: What kind of a complement were you having on board the PROVIDENCE?
Cpt. S.: How many?

Q: Yes.

Cpt. S.: Cosh, Jack, myUmemory doesn't , . . .

Q: In terms of 100.

Cpt. S.: Well, I'm thinking there were 750 people or something like that.
One of my impressions of being the Chief Engineer on a cruiser as
compered wibh previous experience of being Chief Engineer on a destroyer
or on an APD was that these guys on a cruiser were fast. Boy, I mean they
were fast. We struggled and worked our tail off on the destroyers and
APD's, We never had enough people and we never had enough money. On this
cruiser we had more people than we needed., I had more in the Engineering
Department and) Lord knows /they had more in the deck and the Gunnery
Department than they needed because they didn't have any guns. I always
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had more quarterly overations money, quarterly OPTAR money, than I

needed. I couldn't understand it. I don't to this day understand it.

I think it was a hoax or it was a result of the fact that you had more
 senior peovle,

It seems to me that life as a department head on a cruiser was
a whale of a lot easier than the life of a department head on a destrover
for reasons of money, for/easons of manpower, for reasons of talent,
and as you suggest, Jack, for reasons of having superior officers who
were a hell of a lot more influential.

I don't think there is a great deal to be said about the remaining
three or four months in the Boston Naval Skip Yard. It was a typical
period of frustration of getting the ship finished, Everybody who has
ever been in a ship yard knows that the last 5% take as long to complete
as the first 507 practically. The Boston Naval Ship Yard perpetrated
a few boo-boos, but nothing of the type that aren't perpetrated in other
places,

I remember we went out on the builder's sa trials, That's the sea
trial that is the responsibility of the ship builder and in this case
the ship yard, By this time most of our department heads were there.
Captain Veth was aboard., Most of my division officers in the Engineering
Department were aboard, We went along as observers, One of the tests
that the Boston Naval Ship Yard was to run was the aﬁchor drop test.

The administrative officer of the ship yard was the Skipper for the day.
They went out to some predesignated spot on the Massachusetts Bay,
dropped the anchor, held the brake, dropped the anchor, held the brake,
as they went on out, All of a sudden the brake didn't hold and the
anchor went racing out of the pipe. Up on deck came the yellow shot
and up on deck came the red shot., It cleared the deck and over the side
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it went. My first and only experience seeing the anchor run all the way
out, and it dees run 211 the way out with 2 lot of noise and a lot of
smoke,

We were damn lucky that we didn't hurt anybody on the boat. The
ship's boatswein wae way up on the fore piece, our clief boatewain, a
fellow by the name of Craft. He hid or ducked down behind a struicture up
on the m :hioh he referred to as the beer can, This wae the
foundation for a hyperbolic antenna., Very fortunately, it didn't hurt
anybody., Well, there was a big investigation of that as far as the
ship yard was concerned because they lost the anchor and the chain, They
discriminately picked the place to drop the anchor and they didn't
really know exactly | where they were, Besides, that, it was too
deep to recover it.

I mentioned the flap about selecting decor for the Admiral's
Cabin and the Flag's Cabin, I was presented with mpmblem immediately
when I arrived in Boston. I did my best not to answer to the problems,
Fortunately before it was totally resolved, Veth showed up and he took
this one over as a pet project, He is a great suy to work for because he
didn't dabble in everybody else's business, It's also fortunate, I guess,
that he found some business for himself, He alway= had classmates and
political type activities for him to occupy himeelf withe.a moming staff
meeting. He was a bachelor and had been a bachelor all his 1life. He had
lots of lady friends. He liked to play golf. He was one that you never
really knew what he was doing tnt you always suspected he was a gay liberal
on liberty.

At any rate, he took hold of this problem of cecor for the Flag
and Captain's Cabins, We also had on this ship several guest cabins,

These had to be deccrated in the best decor too, He put enough pressure
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on the Boston Naval Ship Yard to hire W. J. Sloane's interior decorators
to come up from New York. Two of the sweetest, prissiest men that you
ever saw in your life came up to Boston. We took them down to the ship
that was just swarming with yard birds, leaves, air hoses, all manner of
activity on the ship in the last month of completion. Here these vprissy-
types down there wibh Veth deciding how they are going to decorate
these cabins, Well, they did a hell of a fine job, I don't think it
is necessary for me to describe what they did, but they did a very fine
job, Veth I am sure drove the ship yard right up the wall., When he
made up his mind he wanted something, he always got his way. It was a
good lesson for me to observe him in those early days. It didn't make any
diffevence to me becanse I later learned e always got his way--always.
Some of my fellow ED's used to come down and moan to me and try to get me
to try to intercede, I said, "No, indeed. All ym:gé%?%o do is doy
what the Captain wents and everybody will be happy." It was a very
interesting time.

I should foctnote here te say thet the Skipper of the ship yard
was a fellow by the name of Bill Howard. You may have}mn into him
before, Bill Howard was a Rear Admiral, had been in the Bostar Vavy Yard
for a rumber of years, probably overtoured, He was overtoured because
he had had 2 eonfrontztion with the unions in Boston. The urione in Boston
are tough, He fired somebody. There was a big lawsuit against him, I
dor't know the exact story about it but it comes to my mind that it was
a personal) loss. The Navy Depertment and the Departmsnt of Justice
hed deeided to fight the thing, and they fought it all the way to civilian
court, end subsecuertly won it in behalf of Howard. They couldn't move
Howard vntil it was resolved. Howardws a fine, fine ship yard commander.

I now that Veth had a2 good working relation with him,
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The Production Officer was a chap by the name of Bill Brooks, I
may have mentioned him in this story back in the Charleston Days, Bill
was a Commander in Charleston when I was a Lieutenant, and it was Bill
who had nicknamed me A, P, Searle for Advanced Planning Searle., 3o, 1
had a good working relationship with him, He was a great guy. Unfortunately,
Bill Brooks was diagnosed as a leukemic, was dying. In our six or eight
months in Boeston in the later peried, he would drive down in the dock
in his khaki uniform with his hard hat on but he couldn't get out of the
car, It was a tragic thing,

The Repair Superintendent was 2 fellow by the name of Stelgelman
who was sort of an old woman, He and I made sparks. I didn't give an
inch to Steigelman and Steigelman would try to pull his rank on me a
little bit. I was a Lieutenant Commander, Steigelman was 2 Captain. I
worldn't have any of that. With friends like Bill Howard and Bill Brooks
in the ship vard and a Skipper like Veth to back me up, I didn't have any
problems at all. I really had no problems,

I can't remember the name of the guy who was the type desk officer,
Oh, yes, it was a fellow by the name of Lieutenant Commander Charles
Middleton, who was the type desk officer in Planning, He was a very
cooperative guy., e is now retired, He and I have had activities
together over the years,

Both Bill Howard and Charlie Middleton are currently assoclated
with 014 Dominion University in Norfolk, Bill Howard is the #issions
Officer, I think, something like that. Brooks subsequently died.
Steigelman just retired from NavShips about a year or two ago.

Well, I mentioned about dropping the chain, 1 think the first
time that we ever took the PROVIUENCE to sea ourselves, that is the
PROVIDENCE crew took her out from the Boston MNavy Yard on a trial rn,

there were a number of Boston newspaper reporters aboard, and tugboats
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or somehody in the harbor were- taking rictures, We pot ahout hal fway
down the channel off City Island or somethine like that, and one of my
boilers (all four boilers 1lit off) or one of my fire rooms lost the load.,
The boilers died, It was a terrible situation. As far as being daneerous
is concerned, it wasn't really dangerous to life, limb or proverty, but
it was an embarrassing thing for the Skipper and an embarragsing thing
for a Chief Engineer to have happen, In the first place it imverils the
ship a little bit, It doesn't have as mch power in the channel, As
far as the Chief Engineer is concerned, he becomes thre butt of all jokes
and it makes smoke, Well, it tumms out that we made one of the most
horrendous masses of smoke out of our smokestacks that you ever saw.
Television cameras and the rictures were clicking awey, There was a
fantastic picture of the PROVIDRNCE with all this black smoke coming out
of the stack that was subsequently giver by a newspaper photographer to
the Captain, Captain Veth presented this nicture to Dirt Chief for

information,
Q: Chief Polluter,

Cot, 5,: Well, that is right, In this day and age peovle would have
worried about the ecological aspects of the thine, A1l I was worried
about was the fact that we hzd lost the load,

Well, it was fortnitous that we lost the load because there were
some goofy valves in the auxiliary steam system on this ship, We
subsequently lost a load a number of times bhefore we got out of Boston
Navy Yaxdﬂ%ﬂntp(;]. we got the Navy Yard and our people down there to trace
out the lines and find out what the vroblem was. The problem was basically
one of the ship's generators. The auriliary ship's generators in the

After Fire Room stealing steem, There was some kind of a bypass there
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md—-th&:{; had to be repaired. We had all kinds of experts from General
Electric and other people close to Lynn, llass., where they make the
General Flectric equipment. They had lots of talent down there to
help with this thing,

INsuff
When we had cur imeexve inspection, the people from Washington

TNsuRY
came up and we had a resl strict iwmeesmwe inspection, Veth was o)l over

: w-i(af"
the place., We made lots of comments we didn't like 2bout the
ship and put a lot of pressure on the NHavy Yard to szet the things fixed,
I am convinced that Veth was a great thing for that ship, a great thing

for putting new cruisers into commwission,

I should footnote here that there was another wissile eruiser,
Q: The BCSION?

Cot. S,: Mo, the BCETON was a dif®rent bag of wax., The BOSTON was in
and out of Boston Vavy Yard, and the ALBANY was in and ovt of tha Boston
Navy Yard at the same time we were there, In fact, the ALBANY was in
conversion at that time, She was really petting e left ocut zs far as
manpower was concerned because between my pressure on the ship wvard and
my friendship with Howard and Brooks, and the fact that the Wavy Yard
just simply could not rull any wool over my eyes at 8ll, ard the fact
that Veth was so skillful and the Gommenicatds wae so skillful,(I'11
talk about him in a minuta»};a guy by the name of Joe Fi ester)_ we had that
damn: Navy Yard jumping through hoops, Fo other ship in the Ship Yard was
getting any manpower, The ALBANY wes falling way behind,

What T started to say was that the ROCHESTER. (T think it was
the ROCHDSTER, That Jdoesn't ring a bell either, Well, it is suffice

to say that I'1] remember it another tima.) There was another cruiser

under conversion in the Philadelphia “aval Ship Tard, This emiser
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was to be the first Talos Missile Cruiser. She had been converted. I
had }in fact /notiood the ship and walked through it a time or two when
I was in Philadelphia on the MISSION SAN FRANCISCO operation. There
had been nothing but grief with the missile system, nothing but grief
between the Ship Yard and the ship's personnel. The ship Just had the
worst reputation you could ever imagine, Every time we would have a
problem or think about our own problems or forethink possible problems,
we would think about that cruiser down in Philadelphia,

In fact, I arranged for our people, my people in the Engineering
Department, to go from Boston down to Philadelphia, talk to the ship's
crew, talk to the Ship Yard, and learn lessons from their grief, Veth did
the same thing, or maybe he was encouraging me to do it. I don't really
take credit for it. We had a good operational thing there and the Skipper
was such a great guy, You sometimes tend to be a little egotistical and
you shouldn't be because under those kind of circumstances the Skipprer
was a guy who was doing evoryths.ng. Anyway, we were determined that we
weren't going to have any grief gfm&. thit Talos H% eruiser had,

She had been out to sea and back again and so forth, We were really
motivated to make this ship right, Say what you %:%?.% about the Boston
Navy Yard, I think the Boston Navy Yard was;?oo. ’

Well, sometime right after the Board of Inapeotiory‘, Survey came and
looked at us, and we were really putting pressure on the Navy Yard to
get finished, Veth was determined to get that ship out of the yard on
schedule. We were scheduled to go up and down the East Coast making port
visits and then to Guantanamo, He was going to make his name on this
ship. Arleigh Burke came to visit us. This didn®t hurt anything either,
If I remember rightly, and I am not really positive of this, but I am

pretty confident that Admiral Veth himself contacted the Chief of Naval
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Operations and encouraged him to come and visit our ship because it was
going to be a good ship and it was going to be the flag ship of the
Seventh Fleet and so forth. That didn't hurt anything either for Arleigh
Burke to come walking down into my Engine Room and Fire Rooms. He did,

in fa.c't) walk down into one Engine Room and one Fire Room. Man oh man, that
really had my people up on their toes, We were very pleased and very
fortunate.

I said I would mention the Ops Officer, Joe Fiester. Joe Fiester,
Alabama boy, went to University of Alabama, He didn't go to the Naval
Academy, His wife's name is Jean, A specialist communieator, a fine
officer, a really fine officer, He and I got to be pretty good friends
on the ship. We have subsequently been in contact. I am very disappointed
in this very most recent flag list that he wasn't on it. I think he has
been passed over a couple of timesnow. He is the Commanding Officer out
at the Communications Station but he is leaving there pretty soon. He
did a fine job, He had the Communications Department and he had the CIC.
The €IC on the ship was unbelievable for 1959.

Again to be the flag ship of the Seventh Fleet, it had all kirds
of things, This ship had some of the first computers that were put on
the ships, not only computers for the missile system but computers stuffed
down in CIC, It had the first ship's internal TV system., It was the first
cruiser that was going to handle helicopters on the fantail--all kinds

of stuff that were really new and pushing,
Q: The refitting must have cost a considerable amount of money.

Cpt. S.: Oh, it cost a lot of money--a lot more than they planned for

it to coat}, too. When you put guys like Fiester and myself and Veth on

a ship and you start terrorizing the Ship Yard and terrorizing the Naval
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Ship Systems Command, or BuShipe in those days, it cost even more,

You imow, when we conceive ships, we conceive them in generalities.
When we design them, we design them in a bureaucracy, We design them
without allowing for emotion and also without allowing for influential
people to put them in commission, I think more importantly though is the
fact that we design them and don't allow for emotion, for personal taste.
Emotion equals pmasurejfrfﬂuenca. Then, we build this ship in a vacuum,
and then hefore we are comvlete building it we all of a sudden interject
vigorous, emotiona‘lj, influential people on the new ship's crew, These
people immediately begin to undo everything, not everything ut do all
kinds of things, that redesign the ship. I talked to people when I was
in the ship building program, What is the solution? One solution is
don't assign a crew to the ship until the damn thing is delivered like

when you buy an automobile,
Q: Don't let them get around it.

Crt. S.: Don't let them get near the thing until it is done. Then, give
them the ship, let them go to Guantanamo, come back and tell you what

their griefls are and fix the griefs,
Q: This has never happened,

Cpt. S.: This is exactly the way you design and sell automobiles, Oh,
no, this has never happened because the influential people ¢I am not
knocking the system) Lut the influential are the operators in CNO and they
went to interject their people and their needs into the ships. Also, we
do it this way because it takes so darm long to design and build and test
out a ship., But, God sakes, it doesn't make a hell of a lot of difference

whether the valve is here or’ﬁlem or the color of the State Room is yea
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or nay, It coete a fentastic amount of money when you put people on the
ship who all of 2 sudden think that it mekes 2 hell of a lot of
difference vhether the velve ig here or there or the color is yes or

o,

I leamed a great deel by bteing involved in putting the ship in
cormission, I don't know that T would have leamed ss much and benefitted
as much from it had T done it four or five ten years earlier. I don't
think I would have heer as ssavy and as mature. It's an experience that

everybody cught to go through,
Q: Was Providence, Rhode Island at all interested in the shin?

Cot. S.: Yes. I'1l talk about Providence.

Let me finish, I was talking about Fiester and then I've got to
mention the other major department head, There were two other major
department heads.

The Supply Officer was a fellow by the name of Tom McDonald, a Captain
now, He was a lientenant Cormander than, He is still in, a Naval Academy
sraduate., He was a fair haired zuy in BuSanda, and he was suhsequently
sent to a Ph,D, program, This gives you a measure of the kind of people
we had, Tom and I were zood friends and extreme antagonists., I thought
the Supply Department was there to serve the rest of the ship, not only
to pay me my pay check, tut also %o get me the spare parts and the bales
of rags and 0il I nmeded., He sometimes thought the ship was there to
sarve the Surply Department, We didn't see eve to eye on a lot of things,
The Exec had to arbitrate from time to time,

The cther dspartment head was a fellow out of the Class of '44 hy
the name of Jim Lowry, who was a specialist in Special Weapons.

You've zot to remember that this was 1959 in the heyray of nuclear
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weapons. It was back in those days when every naval officer had to go
to these special weapons orientation courses and so forth. The PROVIDENCE
carrying the TERRIOR Missile wae to be one of the first surface ships
that had a nuclear warhead capability, We never had one aboard the whole
time I was there, but we did have the capability and a number of officers
in the ship, the senior one of which was Veth, of course, but then Lowry
and Fiester were special weapons qualilied, We had an extra number of
Marines and special macazines to take care of them and so forth,
was probebly I think the weaker of the department heads.
y. I had known him, I was in his commeny, When he msﬁaf*/irst

I wes a plebe, We were good friends. He had some good people
oy him, I think ke had impeccable credentials, He wasn't the
e —eowwe Of the derartment heads. They had a hell of a time getting
their missile systems running. FRecause Exec Simmons was an ordnance
expert he kind of made sparks with the gur boss, The gun boss subsequently
left the ship after a full tour, went to Yorktown and retired as &
Commander, I think Lowry didn't make out as well on the ship as everybody
else did, but he is a hell of a nice guy. That's 211 the department
heads on the ship.

You mentioned Providence, Yes, that is interesting. When we left
:?’ z way ahead of the story) the Navy Yard ard made some port

""L- 47 . ? »e Bast Coast and went to Gitme, In the spring when we came

f—‘—*—— —?o’// Yituo in the spring of '60, Veth had arranged through the Navy

% . for us to pay a port call to Providence, Rhode Island.,
ne appeinted Joe Fiester, the Ups Officer as the Ship's PIO Officer.
At least the Ship's PIO Officer was in his Department. Fiester was a
masterful guy at this stuff, He is a good man. Joe Fiester would have
made a goed Chief of Navy Legislative Liaison, He is that kind of a guy.
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He is a hard working and a toug}} mean, son-of-a-bitch, A good man. He
did a magnificent job under Veth's tutelage. Veth was great for poliey,
but also great for detail., We went into Frovidence, Rhode Island,

I didn't get involved in all this stuff, A1l I had to do was keep
that ship running perfectly, make all the valves, don't put oil in the
water, don't spill oil over the sids, (I did a couple of times. I°'11
tell you about t.hat.) But 1 @as completely in awe of the polish and the
detail that these guys put into this port.

Including the Captain, the Ixec and all the department heads;went
up to the State Lagislature and in session were introduced., There had
never been a ship the size of the PROVIDENCE go all the way up in the
center of Providence, I mean right up just befcre the lock gate, before
the flood gates, right in there., There was the PROVIDENCE, The mayor came
down, There were all kinds of rsceptions in the city and receptions in
the hotels and the State House, Thay had us in the Goeerror's Mansion,
This went on for about thrse or four days. 1t was a great time, but it
was punctuated by a near tragedy.

We were in Newport ready to go up there, and they bhd arranged for
the press and some of the bigwigs tc take a bus down from Providence to

Newport to come aboard, You know the story?
Q: No,

Cpt. S.: 1t was a rather dreary day. . don't remember what time of the
year it was., 1 think it was in June because though it was dreary this

particular moming in Newport it subsequently got hotter than blazes in
Providence, It was in late lMay or June., Veth was all fired up for this
thing, It is clear that I had high respect for him, but he could be an

old woman when something important was getting ready to go on, Some of
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his critics would say that he was very on edge about making flag., He may
have been, i've seen other Captains that way. On the other hand, he may
have been that intent about thinge that were important to hinm,

The bus from Providence was late., It was nobody's fault on the
shipsbut everything had to be smart and the plon of the day and everything,
’fi?e getting under way orders, were such and such to liglt off and to
% up the lines, We were sifffled up and tested engines with perrission
of the bridge. I had 4o test the engines because the turbines are hot
and the Caphain wanted to get undervay promptly as soon as these people
got aboard, So, you just had to test the engines.

The Captain was (I had seen him in the Wordroom or some place), while
he s waitinghe wert intc the Barber Shop to get his hair aut. He got
hie hair cut about every other day. That's an exaggeration, btut I mean
he kept himself really well groomed. I think it was one of the luxuries
he really enjoyed being the Captain of a ship because he got his hair cut
any tinefhe liked, I don't know if you have heard tids fron other people
but it used to gripe me sc at the Naval Acadeny after having to sit in
line once a welk to get your hair cut. Cf scurse the first classmen had
the privilege of going ahead cf the line, To this day I hate to get ny
heir cut becausse I hate to wait for ry hair to be cut., The greatest of
luxury is to get your heir cut at the snap of a finger. Frequently, I'1l
get wmy haiyr cut in an airport or scmething., I'1ll be walking by a barber
snop and the chair is empty. I'll go sit down. Yot so much that I need
a haircut, but just because of the luxury of not waiting. I suspect maybe
Veth was that way too.

Anyway, to make a long story short, the bus arrived in the pier
somewhat late., Veth met them at the quarterdeck, He was standing at

the guarterdeck., I wes in the Engine Room manning the controls in
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communication with the bridge. About that time we spun the mginea.x{ffﬁd: 7
a little surge on the ship, and as a couple of the people were coming
into the gangway, the gangway dropped into the water. Two or three of
the people hung on and a couple of them went into the water. One of
the visiting dignitaries, a newspaper man )as a matter of fact, but he
was a nephew of the mayor ssssomething like that., I don't know, the
nephew of somebody, a bigwig in Providence, fell in and it was pretty
hairy., He almost drowned. He broke his back, There was a subsequent
big investigation of this., Veth was just--he had a temper. That was the
first time I had seen his temper really. He was very upset and very angry.
There was a major investigation. Of course, CruDeslant was right there
in Newport. No, DesLant was in Newport. In those days we had a BatCru
Lant, They were in Norfolk, Anyway, the investigation was really
smoothed over., I wouldn't say hid, It hit the newspapers, but it was
in fact a true ackident., There was, I am confident, a m@ﬁor effort not
to besmirch Veth's record, It wasn't besmirched at all that I know of.
He did make flag, It was a tragedy. I guess I did testify. All the
engineering records and so forth were put into the investigation. I never
really got too involved with the thing one way or the other. The guys
on the bridge and the guys on the quarterdeck were involved, The fact
that the Skipper was right on the quarterdeck when it happend was helpful
too. Nobody got singed. It was a tragedy.

This fellow who broke his back subseguently sued the government, and
I don't think it was opposed too much by the Navy Department. He got a
pretty substantial compensation over the years,

Joe Fiester pretty well managed the ghing., Fiester filwnctioned
as a confidant and as a sort of a chief of staff for Veth.

Another observation that I have in serving my cruiser is EEsb—the
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department heads are in fact department heads and coequal but junior to
the Exec, This was a new experience for me having been a junior officer
on destroyers and those type ships where you are really under the finger
of the Exec. The experience on the cruiser was entirely different. It
was great., Maybe it was just me, I don't know, but it was different.

I missed something of major importance about Veth, While we were
in Boston still putting this ship into commission, the All Navs came out
which dealt with the elimination of the Tombstone Law, Veth had one or
two Legions of Merit, one of which was a Combat Legion of Merit with a
star or V or whatever is is. Anyway, he was one of the guys. He was a
Captain at the time. He was eligible to retire and become a Rear Admiral
in the Tombstone List. He sweat that. I must say that I never had
conversations with the Captain on this kind of thing, I was somewhat
naive and it didn't have anything to do with engineering.

Joe Fiester and I were close friends, and Joe Fiester was very close
and friendly to the Captain, Joe was always interpreting or explaining
to me these things, It was sort of I really was leaming about line officers.
These two guys were influential to me on various occasions.

Veth sweat out what should he doy whet—sheuld he do; He decided
that he loved the Navy. God, he loved the Navy, Here is this guy from
Minot, South Dakota. He was a hell of a good naval officer, but he decided
to stick it out., I suppose that put him even under the gun more because
he wanted to be an admiral and he had passed up one way of doing it and
he couldn't do it the other way. So, this tragedy, this accident in
Newport on the way to Providence, was what we all thought of that in those
days., Will this effect the Captain's chances of making flag? Then, all
of us on the ship were very aware of the fact that the Captain wanted to
make flag. Hell, I didn't understand the significance in those days of
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that sort of thing, We were working to make him an admiral, Well, that
covers Veth's intensity to make admiral,

I guess I got ahead of the game talking about Providence, Rhode
Igland, We got the PROVIDENCE out of Boston in the dead of winter,
shortly after the Christmas holidays. 1 guess I ghould say here that we
had a very successful )foml cormissicning ceremony. I was a bachelor
in those days, having been divorced. My first wife had remarried, I was
particularly thrilled at my daughter Janie, the _pldeat cne who was about
14 cor 15 at the tire, Let's see, she was 14, f;:; all dolled up and came
up for the commissioning ceremony. My mother and dad were there.

I sent comuissicning invitations tc a number of old friends, among
them Andy Magus, whe I think I mentioned back under the MEREDITH days.
Andy Magus was the guy who was a first class electrician's mate when I was
Chief Engineer on the MEREDITH, He was a reserve fellow during World
War II, a superb electrician's mate, It was he who was getting paid off
in Norfolk and came back down to the Ship and Receiving Station and taught
me, & young ensign, how to light off the gyro because there was nobody
else An that ship in those days who knew how to light up a gyro except me,
'In those days of 1949 whem all the qualified people were getting out of
the Navy and leaving us poor guys to run ships with half complerants., I
was particularly rleased that Andy Magus had come to the commissioning
ceremony, 1 hadn't seen him in five years, and I haven't seen him since,

Ancther fellow who came to the commissioning ceremony was Howard
Benzel from Scott Aviation, who I had done a lot of work with at the
Experimental Diving Unit.

I guess what I am saying is that a number of people pleased me and
surprised me by showing up at this commissioning that I hadn't expected.
Apparently the Navy PIO people, Chinfo, had been doing a good job of
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publicizing the ship, Of course it was in those dmjagain in 1959, when
the threat of Russia was ever apparent and the Texas Towers had just been
built and put .e£f into commission off the East Coast of the United States,
and so forth, and so on. There was a lot of flag waving in those days.
So, we got the ship commissioned,

I guess I should mention here before we get the ship out of Boston
that I was living in just the swellest basement apartment in the home of
Mr, and Mrs, Jack Emerson, Jack Emerson was the ggy in Boston who I had
worked with at the Experimental Diving Unit building and designing Diving
ecuipment of the J. H. Emerson and Cow, They rented me an apertment in
their basement, They had this built for a son, college boy, and he was
no longer living at home, I had my own kitchen and little dining room,
bedroom and bath, It was really great, right on Spy Pond just off Route
2 in Arlington., It took me about 15 minutes to get down to the Navy
Yard. I was having a really great time living the gay bachelor life in
Boston, a repeat performance of Washington in those days. The Emerson
Compeny owned an island off Crane's Beach above Cape Ann., I went out
there every weekend and dove and picked cranberries and all kinds of things.
I had 2 genuinely fine time in Boston, I had a couple of girlfriends.

T almost go t married to one of them, Thank goodness I didn't.

Anyway, we got the PROVIDENCE out of Boston and went down to Norfolk
and checked in there with the’(ypa Ebmmander., We had a few little odds
and ends picked up at the naval base. The Ship Yard came over and did
some work for us, brief items. Then we left for Guantanamo, Two events
occurred,

The first one we were doing some work on one of our engines when
we left Norfolk and consequently got underway on three engines instead
of four. I had permission from the Captain, It was no great sweat. We
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clearly had pushed ourselves and pushed the Boston Navy Yard to get out
of there. There was plenty of work still to be done. We had a really
great crew and there was no problem that we could do it ourselves.

We had a lot of confidence,

We got out of Norfolk and about two days out of Norfolk I got a
secrat messaze from some outfit I had never heard of asking the ship %o
identify itself and what was it doing with its machinery on such and such
an hour on such and such a day which was the day we came around Cape
Charles and headed sonth, I pullesd out this secret communication and
filled out the Form ABCD and sent a message back., I did this, Ky first
experience with SOSUS overseas., 1 was really impressed. Of course, I was
not saavy on ASW and all that sort of thing. Joe Fiester and the Exec
explained ¢o me what was going on, what S0SUS wus. It turns cut that
pur noise signature on three engines was sonsiderably different than it
was mk&umd these listeners wanted to know what the hell was gcing on.
I puess thoy.put our three engine signature into their dats bank, I was
very impressed by the fact that theres was somebody listening to us
wherever we went, You can't get away from them,

The other incident was a lot of fun, while we were in Worfolk. I
am sure it was Admiral Veth's idea, having come out of the ASW besiness
and having been the Chief of Staff of an ASW airdele type squadron before
he came to the PROVIDENCE, M'::nt Joe Fiester out to Uceania. They made
arrangemerts with the hotshot airdales out there to give us a little
exercise,

Now this is typical of the PROVIDENCE in those days. We were
always thinking about training the ship and getting the ship up to
speed and cocking up ideas and ways of getting more training. When we

left Norfolk, man, all we were doing was transit. First to Roosevelt
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Roads, I guess, then to Gitmo.

Those guys, Fiester and Veth and probably Simmons too, but I don't
Bive Simmons too much credit, $hey had arranged for these airdsles to
give us a little air hattle as we were going down off Virginia Leach
and by God they did, We had all kinds ¢f things. This was early 1960,
The F-l was a brand new $irplane, It .was the hottest thing going., Those
guys were out there, Wa were operating all the way down the Virginia
and North Carclina Coasts. We were operating with these high airplenes.
They got the wissile radars going like hell, The ship's radar was on.
The CIC was exsrcising itself. The Enginesring Depurtment just come
alonge~no problems<.three cnginaa}as a matter of fact.

Anyway, when this was 211 done, the Captain came up on the IMC,
en the ehip's arnouncing system, ard said we did a very good joh., Easfore
that, I puess they passed the word that they were zoing to give us a fly-
by. So, they had a fly-by, but Veth leaves the quarter, leaves the bridge,
and goes doun the ladder on the outside of the ship and runs back to the
fantail., On the fantail of the PROVIDPNCE way back behind the helicopter
olatform were two great big steel ventilators, They are flat, low, so that
the helicopter propellors or rotor blades wouldn't get fouled up., Veth
gets up on top of these things., He had a baseball cap on, He always wore
a baseball cap, He had gotten two semaphore flags from the signalman as
he went pezt the signal bridge. There is old Veth bsck there on the stern
of the ship wigwagging these airdales. They came in on the deck, came
right up our wake, you know, 0ld Veth is down there wigwagging them just
like a landing signal officer on an aireraft carrier. They were wigeling
their wings at him as they flew by. Apparently Veth was very well liked
by the Airdale Navy., Thev were having 2 great time,

One of ryv pictures of Ken Veth is that., There was 2 grest deal cf
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humer and humanity in the 7y, Agzain, I never knew a man who could
izl

weigh all the perimeters and he never all.fdoel- the politiesl perimeter and

never M{h Chinfo perimeter,

We went to Citmo, We went down the coast., A memorable experience
occurred the first or second night, probably the first night aftsr we left
Norfolk., I had come up to the bridge, It was wintere-January or Fshruary.
I had come up to the bridgze to make the 8 o'clock reyort., The Fxec was
on the passageway oviside the navigator's shaeck, A3 1% was wy habit, I
went up to the bridge tc have a littls conference with the Cantain and
ask if he had any special notas for me or what were my orders or anything,
He liked that, Again, it was a one-for-one relftionship betwesn the
Captain and all the department heads, T was on the open bridge. It was
a balmy night, We were steaming acuth on the Gulf stream, just after
dusk, The Captain was busy doing something else, I was waiting,

Scmebcdy said, "Lock at that." Way down south on the horizon,
southwest of the horizon, was 2 huge flame golry straight up in the 2ir,
What we were seeing was 2 big missile shot out of Caravarel, & hig one,,
Wa wvatched the flame trail until. it faded, and then we conld watch the
missile itself as it climbed all the way to the heaven and became 2 star,
It was a very irpressive thing--my first and only resl experience cf
seeing & big missile shot. Mind you, this was 1960, John Glern hadn't
made it yet., All they were doing in those days was putting little
packages up therse-very impressive,

We went or down and went to Rooasevelt Rozds, We had o lot of
piseile trials with drone aiveraft., Vo problems, We went to Guantanamo,
The Chief Fngineer who hac the Damage Control Departrent under him was a
very buey, busy perscn in Guantanamo, We went through Guantaname with no

problems.
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I must tell you a couple of stories about it. When—wegot—there;-
M steamed down there. No problems., The other engine had been fixed.
wWwhatever the problem was, it wasn't anything important. I had a main
propulsion assistant hy the name of Barl “Alueroth., We called him Will,
He was an L0 Lisutenant--subsequertly nade Lieutenant Cormander and
subsequently macde Chief Pngineer of a cruiser., Will wes a superb machinist,
superd handler of ren, Ile had been )in the early nart of World War II )
an enlisted man as an optical machinist, He is the puy who overhauled
the old Ford computers, cverhavled renge finders., He was cne of these
kind of guys who goes to the toughest %ind of school $here is in the Navy,
He was really good.

Hy I Division Officer was a fellow ny the name of Vic Thorp wip was
an ex-machinist, & Chief who hzd r=de Lieutenant, I guess frum Chief to
Lievtenant JC, ;{;;s e nordrinking enlisted men LDO type. e hed a wife
end {wo chilCren he was very devoted $o. Fe is the kind of gy who as chief
petty officer had taught himself to fly; had taught himself electronics,

a real superb guy, subcequently went ¢o two or three jobs., 1 am still in
contact with him, In fact, this spring I was doing e lot of work trying
to get his son irto the Naval Acadery. I don't Imow whether e made it
or not, His son wac an ¥agle Scout. This felicw rov is head of eomething
down in Jacksenville,

Wilmercth had a heart attack, He lives cut in Dallas or someplace
out in Texes.

The Warrent Off.cer in charge of the B Division I shovld really tell
you & little Lit nmore sbout him?:ef‘ore we get irtoc this Cuantanamo thing.
His neme wacs Horold Finsterwald, like the famouve professicrizl golfer,
fe came aboard the ship, I had alrsady reported %o Boston. He came in

a couple of days later. He walksd in ny office. He was a ten stripe
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Warrant Officer. I hzd seen his name on the list of ordars that he was
coming, but I didn't put two and two together., When he walked in my
office in the Boston Navy Yard, I recognized him, I don't remember if

I told you the story under the MEREDITH or not, but when I was the Chief
Engineer on the MEREDITH, this fellow was the Assistant Engineer Officer.

I was very interested in the men we got aboard. Vhenever they
would send us new neople, and we would get a hell of 2 flow of people in
those days after the war, I'd call for each gny's service record and read
his service record from stem to stem, Well, in the first place it was
faseinating, It was like meading z dime novel., Some of the cases were
a nuvber of AWUL's, court martials, or one thing 2nd another that those
guys had had, T was always interested in where they had gone to high
school, what their hobbies were, and 211 this kind of stuff,

One day on the MEREDITH I got a fellow who was 2 fireman (these fieemen
second olass today would be firemen apnrentice) Yy the name of Finsterwald.
I ealled him into my office as a young Moy and interviewad him, The name
Finsterwald was familiar 4o myg from my hometown, My junior high school
principal was a fellow by the name of Finsterwald, That family of
Finsterwald were friends of my family, They had all eome from Scuthem
Ohio, I asked this boy if he imew thia fellow, my principal, "Yes, he
is my uncle," This fellow Finsterwald that I am talking abut, Harcld,
we called him Fin, was from Southem: Ohio, There was this close, almost
kinship, with this real young, wet behind the ears, sailor who came on
the HEREDITH, So, I assigned this kid Finsterwald ¢o the Forward Fire
Rocr because the Forward Fire Room had ny best paoplaP'/AL/rnl good
mature chief shc I though the world of, Fin quickly made fireman first
and then Thinl Class Water Tender while I was still on the MEREDITH., I
had never seen hin again mor corresponded with him,



http://rubicon-foundation.org

Searle #7 - 251

Here he is., I last saw him in 1947-48 and here it is 1959. He
walks aboard as my B Division Warrant Officer on the PROVIDENCE., He was
a podd man, In the meantime he had made Boilermaker, That's different
from Water Tender, He went to Boilermaker to Chief Boilermaker. He was
an expert in repairing boilers and was really a fair haired guy. So,
Fin was there. He subsequently got commissioned as an Ensign on the
PROVIDENCE, I think he went from Warrant Officer straight to JG. He
retired about a year ago as Lieutenant Commander., I have a little bit
of contact with him now on the West Coast. He lives in San Diego,

These are the kind of guys I had, I didn't have any problems at
Gitmo. All these guys were LDO's, Of the senior people in the Engineering
Department, I was the only one that wasn't an ex-enlisted man. With
this kind of crew, you cah't lose. They had Gitmo right down to a T.

Anyway, we got to Gitmo, had our conference on the beach the first
day, went to get underway the next morning, and all the damn brass from
Gitmo came down for the arrival inspection afloat. Light up the engines,
Everything is going smoothly, We already had ocur crew pretty well
trained before we got to Gitmo, I will be a son-of-a-gun, We light
up the #3 engine. That is on the port side. We get the most horrible
extreme vibration in the engine than you can ever imagine, I've never
seen anything like it. By, God, it felt like the reduction gears were
ready to come right out of the ship, We spun the engine and then we did
all kinds of things, We cooled them down, We backed them down. Nothing
would go.

The Captain is on the bridge. I am in the main control. I am
keeping him well informed of what is going on, Captain Veth,I guess had
been a Chief Engineer and was very understanding of Chief Engineer's

problems, He is very patient., I know he has a temper but he is very
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patient. We were keeping him very well informed. Well, we did everything
we could do., Nothing did any good. I finally got on the telephore to
the Captain on the bridge, I said, "Well, I don't think there is anything
we can do about it now, Potentially it is too dangerous." One of the
things we can do is get underway on three engines and gc on thragh with
this arrival insvection, The Captain said, "Yes, we will do that." Ve
cast off on the dock right on schedule underway. The Captain on the
bridge told the rear admiral, I think it was a rear admiral. I forget
who it was, I think it was somecne I knew. Anyway, the Gitmo people
were understanding, We went through their arrival inspection,

We got underway., After we got underway, we got out of the Port of
Guantanamo, secursd the special ssa detail, I went up to the bridge to
speak to the Captain and ¢ell him what we had done and tell him really,
we didn't know what the hell it was. We had the engine locked and we
could do anything on three engines that he wanted to do, We got underway
from Norfolk on three engines. There wasn't anything exeiting. I explained
the problem to Veth, I told him and let him know that it was my problem.
I was worrying about it. He put his hand on my shoulder and said, "Oh,
Chief, don't let that worry you. Three engines-~hell, that's one more than
I had on a destroyer and two more than I had on a tanker," That's the
kind of guy he was,

We laid to st noontime during the lunch period. We played with
the engine again just 2s we had alongside the pler. Same kind of
problem, Didn't ever find out what it was so we went to port that night,
I forgot if we went to cea on three engines the next day or not. But
anyway, at the first opportunity, which was a Ssturday moyning I think,
we played with the engine again and had the same problem,

So, I took my diving gear., I didn't tell you but having been a
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diver and everything, I elso got appointed as the Chief of the Recreation
Council or something on the PROVIDENCE, and I saw ¢o it when we were
outfitting the recreation locker that nct only would we have haseball

gear and golf clubs, we also had a very good supply of diving equirment.

The ship didn't rate any divers, but there were a couple of guys on the
ship that had diving training, a ecuple of enlicted men, There were several
young officers who wanted to be trained end I hed agreed tc train them,

We had seaba diving equipment,

% ook this second class boatswain mate, who was & second class
diver, and I, % rigged ourselves out and we went down and did the diving
under the stem of the PROVIDENCE, Ve conld have gotten divers from
Gitmo, but we wantoed to do it ousselves. We went down and we looksd.
What had hoppened wos that the rubber cocating on the shaft of this parti-
cular engine had rolled back whan we were steaming dowm from the Fast
Coast of the United States. It had peeled back just like rubber coming
off a condom, It had riled up underneath the rope guards on the shin,
What was happening ﬁtﬁ/ wa would spin thie engine at relatively low
speed from a dead stop and spin it, it was just vibrating the hell out
of these., All T did was take a khife out of my weizht belt, cut this
rubber out, send scme samples of it up to topside, and ocut the resgt off
and dropped it on the bottom, cleared this rope guard, came back aboard,
That was the end of our problem, We subsoqumtl;;, that afternoon Jtestod
the engine, Zverything was fine. No problems, We had repaired our own
sick engine without any recourse to Guantanamo Pay Repeir Facility. Thet
made me very happy and proud of myself.

Anyway, while the water wasn't particularly cold in Guantanamo I
went back up to the Wardroom to shower. The water was very polluted. It

was just about noontime, T called the doctor on the shipr. The dostor
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by the name of Sageback is a practicing physician here in the Washington
area, 1 got & hold of the doctor or maybe the Chief Pharmacist Mate
and told him that it was tradition in the Navy for divers to be issued
a ration of cognac when they come out of the water, that that is done

on every diving ship for medicinal purposes., The Pharmacist Mate
brought two little minature bottles of brandy up to my room,

As I say, it was 1umripm go I quickly got dressed and I quickly
went into the Wardroom, I had my two little brandy bottles alongside me.
I am sitting on the left hand side of the Exeec, who was the President of
the Wardroom Mess. The gun boss, Jim Lowry, is sitting opposite me, and
the Exec is sitting there. Somebody said grace. We all sat dowmn., I
tumed around to the steward and said, "Will you bring me a glass of ice,
please.” I guess I had the bottles in my pocket. So the steward brings
me a glass of ice, and I take out my two bottles of minatum/ brandies
and I poured them on ice., I toast the Exec and drink my brandy down
at noontime lunch hour. The Exec didn't like that very well but everybody
else did.

That's about the gist of it. Well, I think we have time for a tale
or two more., This guy Veth was just so superb., Related to the Guantanamo
episode, I've got to tell you about a visit to Haitai, a visit to Cuidad
Trujillo, and 8 subsequent visit and near disaster in San Juan., All this
was before we came back to Providence. Things went swimmingly at Gitmo.
We had no problems at all.

After two or three weeks, we went and spent one weekend in Port-
auv-Prince, Haiti, I couldn't really tell you whether it was a planned
R&R weekend or whether there was some tactical reasons, you know, show the
flag, There was,in faat)a revolution in Haiti. Anyway, we went over to
Haiti and spent a weekend, It was well planned ahead of time so I presume
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it was really an RZR weekend. I was extremely impressed by the poverty.
The poverty is unbelievable. The government, Papa Doec was still the Prési-
dent, of course, This was in 1960, There had been a year or two before
that an effort to have the World Fair or Trade Fair or something there

and the buildings were still in evidence but they were ratty.

My mother and dad were spending the winter in Florida and I informed
them we were going to be there. So, they flew over., They had never been
to Haiti either. They flew over and I spent the weekend with them. They
had a nice motel right up on the mountainside,

Nothing very memorable occurred that 1 can remember while we were
in Haiti., I had a day of shore patrol there I believe. That's about
that., We went back to Gitmo,

Two or three days later after the episode or visit to Haiti, we
were underway again., This time we were enroute to Cuidad Trujillo, This
was definitely an operational requirement. Washington had sent the
cruiser over to Cuidad Trujillo. There was a major threat of a revolution
and an invasion of the Dominican Republic. The PROVIDENCE was sent there
to show the flag and to put additional Marines at the U, 5. Embassy, I
believe.

1 was sent ashore as the senior Shore Patrol Officer. We sent
jeeps ashore. We set up command posts. We ensconced ourseives in the
Emba jador Hotel. We had a little bit of social acitivity. We were
entertained by the Navy people there and were entertained also by the
Ambassador Lunch who was a political appointee. Veth went ashore, Veth
was counseling with the Ambassador. I didn’t know what the hell was
going on outside. 1 was Shore Patrol Officer and my job was to keep our
sailors out of trouble.

One of the things that impressed me there was going ashore with the
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doctor. The Chaplain was a Presbyterian guy, an ex-Navy flyer who got out
of the Navy.ﬁ gone to a Divinity school and come hack in as a Chaplain,
He was a good guy. I could tell you the tale about helping him serve
commnion on the ship, I remember one day I was helping serve
commnion on the ship, He had a bad cold sc he couldn't drain the thalice,
so I wound up having to drain the chalice. I thought that was the greatest
thing that ever happened.
Joo crdlR et ArRes

At any rate, -ﬁﬁh the guy who was appointed &s ry Assistant Shore
Patrol Officer, D, W, Pew, an LDO Lieutenart who was an ex-gunner's
mote, a really fine guy, We called on the Chief of Police, the Military
Police really, and ws proceeded to meke a tour in the afternoon of the
bistros and the whorehouses. I was very impressed. It was a military
dictatorship., They had everything under control, Things were pretty clean,

We were geing into whorehouses. The Chaplain would look around.
The doctor would look at the heads and the cleanliness of the place. I
was just following them around, I was snooping. I guess I was a very
naive young man in those days, but I was np}'.\nll.dﬁfnﬁ{mh whorehouse
that we went into }to find in a little room a very well decorated CBatholic
shrine with candles burning and rictures of the Medonna, the Mother and
so forth, I got back on the ship and I wes talking to the Chaplain about
this thing, I guese my biblical history or my knowledge of the Bible isn't
very good, He said "Oh, well, that is not unusual." "Their saint is Mary
Magdalene.,"” Having been brought up as a stiff Methodist and then having
taken aboard the Episcospl Church pretty seriously, I was somewhat appalled
the dichotomy of sin and saintliness in this place. I still can't reconcile
that even to this day, I guess I am = little puritanical.

Anyway, we spent about five or six days in Cuidad Trujillo, sitting
on top of this revelution, There were some riots in the city, but basically
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the city was very quiet. The streets were almost deserted &t night.

There was 2 beautiful sailing yacht., I would hazard a guess that
it wes 100 feet long alongside the pier just opposite where ry Shore
Patrol Headquarters were, We had strict orders in our Shore FPatrol
activity to keer an eye or this yacht, to log comings and goings., We
kept a Shore Patrol walking up and down this deserted seawall watching
this yacht, We never saw anything coming or geing., it was reported
that this yacht was either the getaway yacht {or Trujillo, or that it was
the yacht of Tmujillo's son, an heir aprarent,

Ancther incident occurred there that I thought was interesting, I
hired a taxi eab and took a tour of the city the first aitemocon I wus
there as the Shore Patrol Officer. I got & taxi driver who spoke good
english and was vsed to teking people on tovrs. As far as he was
concernad, the high point of the eity was out in the alflueni neighborhood——
a Yig mansion with a beavtiiunl statute you could see from the street a
statute fountain o” 2 counle of nudes holding each other. That rust
have been his numbar one stop on the tour because that is where Porfilio
Rubirosa lived, the great lover. I think he was Doris Duke's former lover
or husband or something,

Having come to Cuidad Tmjillo from Port-au~Prince, the contrast
was amazing, Cvidad Twmjillo is a beautiful eity. The poverty is not
in evidence, and I don't really think that there is as much poverty there.
By order of magnitude, there is less poverty there. You get ean appreciation
of the problems these two countries have, the geopolitical problem of
existing on this one island, both of them dictatorships but different
kind of dictatorshive, The economy of the Dominican Republic is so much
better. The socity, that which is in evidence, is sc much better,
Apparently it is not as black as Haiti. You almost felt as though Cuidad

Trujillo was a Western nation and Port-au~Prince was an African nati on,
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The hotel we were in, the Eambajador, was a magnificent hotel,
relatively new, sort of a Hilton place, had a fine casino in it. Then
there was another even bigger and even more magnificent hotel down
towards the city on the waterfront which was closed.ﬁa’a owned by the
goverrment and boarded up., I think it was the Americana, but I =2m not
sure,

There were many public works in evidence. Beautiful boulevards
and damn few automobiles on them. There vms a huge area which had been
sort of = World's Fair or a Caribbean Fair or something that Tm jillo had
put on a few yesars before with magnificent mildings which were being
used ac government uildings, I don't know if you call it a benevolent
dictatorship, mut thers was a dictatorship whare there had been a fantastic
amount of public works, I%{ was an impressive place., As I 33id the
revolution didn't precipitate while we werse there,

There was an incidant of interast regarding Veth, Veth got mad
at me, I was the Shore Fatrol Officer. I @as coming and going to the hotel
more or lees on my own schedule, I lmew what my responsibilities were.
The most important time of the day for me was the time of day when liberty
started and the time of day when liberty anded and towards the later evening.
We had a curfew on our sailors, Nobody was allowed to stay overnight.

I think it was 11 o'eclock cr something like that., I certainly stayed
downtown frem 9 - 12 or something lilke thot.

I had been out at the hotel this particnlar aftemoon., Joe Fiester
and Jim Lowry and all the guys ware there in a lovely ccoktail lounge
overlooking the swimming pool, beautiful pool., There were 2 nominal
nurber of American tourisis, not very many. The hotel was anything but
foll,

The tcp two flocrs of the hotel were cut of bounds to sverybedy.
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It was revorted that that was vhere Trujillo held forth with his girl.
friend or something like that., There was a lot of spookiness sbout the
whole place,

Anyway, to finieh thie tale, At % cocktail hour, I sot very
friendly with one of the tourists uhoﬁérm- or one of the cuys had
picked up ordﬁfing 2 drink with vs, She was a school teacher from
Minneapolis, I made a date with her for that evening., She was a lovely
girl, I did make a date with her, and we had a grest time in the casino
dancing and one thing and another, Tt tvms out that Veth had his syes
on this girl and was trving to make a date with her at the swimming pool
and had sort of made a vagne dats with her, but Veth had been involved
in some social activity at the Embassy or something, It hadn't been a
very definite date, This gal and I got ouite enamoured with sach other,
She stuck with me that evenine, Veth came in shout 11 or 11:30-12 o'slock
to the casino looking for his date, and she was obviously my date. He
got a little mift/ahout that thing, not outwardly so, Fiester and he were
kidding me, Subsequently when we got to Japan or something, Veth and I
used to kid abont hew T swiped the Captain's date at Cvridad Tmjillo,

Q: A dangerous thing to do,

Crt. S.: That's right, especially wher he is a swave bachelor like Veth,

The only other incident was that I made contact with the lccal
Episcopal minister and spent a very lovely evening or tea time, I think,
at their home, It was nleasant, Tt was= » good experiencs 4o go see those
people, Now I must secure,



